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Let's protect our cultural and spiritual values

Katarina Konarikova, director of the Compatriot Museum of the Slovak Matica

Dear readers,

| am honored to present to you the latest issue,
which focuses on important anniversaries, events
and personalities from the Slavic world. In this is-
sue, our editorial team has decided to focus on
topics that connect our rich Slavic culture and his-
tory with the modern challenges we face.

It is with great pleasure that we bring you an
overview of significant moments and projects
that touch on the Slavic Maticas and their mutual
relations. 160 years ago, the Slovenian Matica in
Ljubljana was founded, only a few months after
the Slovak Matica in Martin, which we will discuss
in this issue of Slavic Horizon. We will also focus
on maintaining the strong Slovak lowland bond
that connects us through culture, traditions and
national awareness. We commemorate important
personalities, including Dr. Michal Elias, whose
contribution to the scientific and cultural coope-
ration of the Slavic Maticas left a significant mark.

We also include an interview with the chair-
man of the Slovenian Foundation, Mr. Ales Gabric,
who will tell us about the current state of Slove-
nian culture and our joint efforts to preserve Sla-
vic heritage. At the Slovenian Foundation, we plan
to implement several major projects, including a
project of parallel Slovak-Slovenian history, which
expresses our common history and cultural herita-
ge. We also do not forget the Slovenian Founda-
tion in Rijeka, which has been shedding light on
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the Slovak cultural sphere abroad for thirty years.
In this context, we turn once again to our greats.
Pavol Jozef Saférik and Rastislav Surovy are two
personalities who, with their lives and work, fore-
ver influenced the fate of our nations. Their legacy
is extremely important, and therefore we do not
forget it in this issue. | would also like to highlight
the continuation of our series on the Slavic family,
which this time focuses on the challenges of the
present time and their impact on our identity and
values. In this section, we reflect on how we can
preserve our spiritual and cultural legacy even in
the age of globalization and technological change.

Dear readers, Slavic Horizon is here for you
as a space for mutual dialogue, cooperation and
the dissemination of our common values. We are
convinced that our mission — to spread traditio-
nal conservative values, to support Christianity,
patriotism and the Cyril-Methodist tradition — is
more relevant today than ever before. And this
magazine is a tool for us to work together to pre-
serve our Slavic identity and culture.

We believe that every article, interview and
contribution in this issue will contribute to brin-
ging us even closer to our common goals — the
protection of our cultural and spiritual values in
these rapidly changing times. Thank you for being
with us on this journey. We look forward to your
reactions, ideas and contributions that will inspire
us to further develop our magazine.
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Joint dinner of Slovenian Maticas with delegates of the Maticas of Slavic nations. Photo: Martin Hajnik

160 years of the Slovenian Matica

Lukas Perny, Slovak Matica, Martin

On February 2, 2024, in the building of the Slovak Matica
(Slovenska Matica — which is the original name of the Slo-
venian Matica), a ceremonial academy was held in Ljubljana
to mark the 160th anniversary of the Slovenian Matica in
the presence and under the auspices of the Slovenian Pres-
ident Natasa Pirc Musar, the Chairman of the Slovenian
Matica Ales Gabri¢, the Chairman of the Slovak Matica (MS)
Marian Gesper, the Chairman of the Serbian Matica Dragan
Stani¢, the Chairman of the Croatian Matica Miro Gavran,
the Chairman of the Montenegrin Matica Ivan Jovovi¢, but
also with the participation of prominent writers and cultur-
al figures of Slovenia such as the writer Dusan Jelinci¢ and
the former Chairman of the Slovenian Matica, academician
Milcek Komelj.

The event was also attended by the Deputy Slovak Am-
bassador to Slovenia, Peter Bak. In addition to the Chairman
of the MS, the Slovak delegation consisted of the Secretary
of the MS Peter Schvantner, the Scientific Secretary of the
MS and Chairman of the Slavic Department of the MS Pavol
Madura, the Director of the Membership Headquarters of
the MS Martin Hajnik, the Chairman of the Cultural and Phil-
osophical Department of the MS, the Vice-Chairman of the
Association of Slovak Writers and Chairman of the Ladislav
Novomesky Society, Lukas Perny, and the Deputy Director
of the Neografia Printing House, Stefan Toplansky.

President Natasa Pirc Musar, who also took over the
honorary patronage of the ceremony, in her speech, among
other things, recalled the conscious individuals who, through
their work and often voluntary contributions, enabled the
existence and uninterrupted functioning of this important
institution. In his speech, the Chairman of Slovenian Matica
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Ales Gabric¢ looked back on the history of Slovenian Mati-
ca and highlighted its efforts to establish the University of
Ljubljana and SAZU (Slovenian Academy of Sciences and
Arts). The Slovak Matica in Martin, represented by Marian
Gesper, honored Slovenian Matica on its extraordinary ju-
bilee at the event and presented Ales Gabric¢ with rare fac-
similes from the Archives of Slovak Matica in Martin, as well
as the Golden Prize of Slovak Matica . Writer Dusan Jelincic
gave a speech on the 160th anniversary of Matica entitled
The Journey to the End of the Night or The Darkest Hour is
Just Before Dawn. The musical part, which was performed
by the Slovenian anthem written by the “Slovenian Star”
Franjo PreSeren, was provided by tenor Ziga Copi, pianist
Beata llona Bercza, soprano Talita Sofija Komelj and sisters
Patricija and Klara Avsi¢. The event was also attended by
Slovenian media, including state television, which prepared
several reports. The presence of the Slovenian Chairman
also resonated significantly. At the end of the event, a
statement was presented, mainly addressed to European
institutions, oriented towards the protection of languages,
traditions and cultural identities in the era of globalization.
In the evening, the second, literary and musical part of the
event took place, where prominent Slovenian writers Mil-
jana Cunta, Uro$ Zapan and Brane Senegacnik performed.
The musical program was provided by Amadej Lah, Meira
Smailovi¢, Tara Bregant and Mate Bestek.

In his speech, the Chairman of the Slovak Matica,
Marian GeSper, mentioned the significant historical and
cultural connections between Slovakia and Slovenia, which
are the names of the same Maticas celebrating their 160th
anniversary with a difference of only a few months, sim-
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ilar national flags and a common Cyrillic-Methodist tradi-
tion. We must not forget the ancient common roots in the
Samo Empire from 623, in which the ancestors of Slovaks,
Slovenians, Moravians, Czechs and Lusatian Serbs united.
Last year it was 1400 years since the establishment of this
pre -state entity of the Western Slavs. During the official
discussions, the influence of Slovaks Jan Kollar and Pavol
Jozef Saférik on the founders of the Slovak Matica and
many other common historical connections were also em-
phasized. “The MS archive revealed that we have had rich
correspondence, book exchanges and many other scientific
connections since the 19th century. We have created a fac-
simile, which | will hand over. ,I wish the numerically small
but spiritually great Slovenian nation under the Alps much
success in economic, political and political matters. | wish
the Slovenskad Matica in Ljubljana to continue to guard its
nation, because we know very well that we live in a troubled
Europe, in a troubled world, and maintaining our statehood
and culture is just as difficult as winning it in the 19th or
20th century,” said Ge$per, who immediately presented Ales
Gabric¢ with the Slovak Matica Gold Medal with the image of
Karol Kuzmany and Stefan Moyses, and symbolically shook
hands with the President of Slovenia, Natasa Pirc Musar.

The Slovak Matica actively cooperates with foreign
Maticas, both by regularly organizing Congresses of Maticas
and Institutions of Slavic Nations (last year the fifth one was
held, on the occasion of the 160th anniversary of the Slovak
Matica in Martin, also with the presence of the Slovenian
Matica in Ljubljana), and by publishing proceedings from
the Congresses and the magazine Slavic Horizon, which is
also published in various language versions. As part of the
event, a cultural exchange was also established between
Slovenian writers and the magazine of Slovak Matica Slovak
Perspectives. A more detailed report from the event is being
prepared by the Slovak Matica.

The Slovenian Matica in the past and today,
Personalities of Slovenian culture

The Slovenian Matica is the second oldest institution in
Slovenia. It was founded on 4 February 1864 as an institu-
tion for the scientific and cultural advancement of the Slo-
venian people. The Slovenian Matica was established at the
suggestion of several Slovenian patriotic associations and
individuals from Maribor, who urged the establishment of
an institution publishing advanced professional literature in
the Slovenian language, supporting the spread of culture
among the Slovenians and the development of scientific
terminology in the Slovenian language. The consortium was
founded with private capital, as well as with the capital of
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The headquarters building of the Slovenian Matica. Photo: Slovenian Matica
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View of historic Ljubljana from Castle Hill. Photo: Martin Hajnik

the Voivodeship of Carniola and several cultural associa-
tions. The Austrian Emperor Franz Joseph | also contribut-
ed a significant financial amount. It reached its peak at the
beginning of the 20th century. At that time, it functioned
as an ordinary publishing house on the free market and at
the same time fulfilled the role of an academy of sciences,
cultivating high culture and maintaining close contacts with
the Yugoslav Academy of Sciences and Arts in Zagreb, the
Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts in Belgrade, as well
as with similar institutions abroad.

During World War |, the association was closed down
and its assets confiscated by the Austro-Hungarian author-
ities. During the Kingdom of Yugoslavia, it expanded its
publishing activities and in 1938 was one of the co-founders
of the Slovenian Academy of Sciences and Arts. During the
Italian occupation, the Matica leadership collaborated with
the Slovenian People’s Liberation Front. In 1944, the Nazi
German authorities closed it down. At the end of 1945, the
authorities of the newly formed Slovenian People’s Republic
within the Yugoslav Federative People’s Republic allowed it
to be re-established. Although the state nationalized most
of its assets, it allowed it to continue its activities and lat-
er allocated significant subsidies. The institution’s activities
were also revived in the 1980s, when it began to system-
atically publish translations of prominent Western philoso-
phers and political theorists.

The chairman of the Slovenian Matica is Dr. Ales Gabric,
under the chairmanships are prof. Dr. Alojz Kralj and prof.
Dr. Vesna Mikoli¢ova. The secretary of the Slovenian Matica
is Dr. Ignacija Fridlova Jarcova. Interestingly, the Slovenian
Matica is called Slovenska matica in Slovenian. Slovenians
are also called Slovenci, women Slovenky and, for exam-
ple, their mountains are Slovenske gory. Even the Slovenian
Academy of Sciences and Arts is called Slovenska akademija
znanosti in umetnosti.

The Slovenian Matica has several pillars, but few for
civil servants. Unlike the Slovak one, it does not have local
departments. The pillars or sections are historical, natural
science and engineering, for the Slovenian language, philo-
sophical, publishing. However, its commitment to the bene-
fit of Slovenian culture is exemplary and it must be said that,
unlike the attacks of previous years on the Slovak Matica in
Martin, Slovenian Matica enjoy respect in the public and the
scientific community, as well as among writers.

Personalities of the current Matica

The Chairman of the Slovenian Matica, Dr. Ales Gabric,
is a historian who researches the recent cultural and po-
litical history of Slovenia. He is employed at the Institute
of Recent History in Ljubljana. He is the author of several
historical works and numerous scientific and professional
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contributions,  especially
on the history of Slove-
nians in the 20th century,
including several articles
on the history of the Slo-
venian homeland. He was
involved in the activities
of the Slovenian Mati-
ca by participating in its
organized symposia and
publishing  contributions
in its publications. Given
the topic of his research,
he significantly participat-
ed in the preparation of
the compilation Slovenian
Matica — 150 years’ work
for Slovenian culture. He is
a member of the board of
directors and several of its
sections at the Slovenian
Matica, according to the
official website.

The secretary of the
Slovenian Foundation is
Dr. Ignacija Fridl Jarc, who
is also a prominent philos-
opher. Ignacija Fridl Jarc
graduated in comparative
literature and philosophy
from the Faculty of Arts in
Ljubljana. She has published more than three hundred re-
views, notes and studies on contemporary Slovenian and
world drama, prose and theatre. In 2000, she received the
Stritar Award for Young Critic for her critical work. She has
been part of many professional juries. In 2006, she received
her doctorate in Plato’s Theory of Truth from the Perspective
of Beauty and Art. Her professional bibliography includes
extensive articles on Plato’s philosophy and the aesthetics
of light in ancient philosophy, as well as the monograph
Language in the Philosophy of the Ancient Greeks (2001).
As a translator from ancient Greek, she participated in the
Slovenian edition of the Pre-Socratic Fragments. During her
professional career, she worked as an independent cultur-
al worker, assistant at the Department of Philosophy, head
of the editorial and design program, and deputy director.
On May 1, 2018, she became the secretary-editor of Slo-
venian Matica. In March 2020, she temporarily suspended
this position and took over the position of State Secretary
at the Ministry of Culture. After the end of her mandate,
she returned to the position of secretary-editor of Slovenian
Matica from September 1, 2022. She even has a page on
the Slovenian Wikipedia.

Dr. Vesna Mikoli¢ graduated in Slovenian language and
literature and lItalian language and literature at the Faculty
of Arts, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia, in 1989. In 2001,
she received her master's degree in Slovenian language
and stylistics (course in sociolinguistics) and in 2004, with
her doctoral dissertation Language as a reflection of ethnic
consciousness in the ethnically mixed region of Slovenian
Istria, she received her doctorate in linguistics at the Faculty
of Arts, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia. She is employed
full-time at the Koper Scientific Research Centre (ZRS Ko-
per), where she heads the Institute of Linguistics. She is a
member of the Scientific Council and Election Commission
of the ZRS Koper and the Editorial Board of the Annales ZRS
publishing house.

The event also featured prominent figures from contem-
porary Slovenian literature, such as poet, professor Brane
Senegacnik, essayist, classical philologist and translator.
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President of the Republic of Slovenia Natasa Pirc Musar.
Photo: Slovenian Matica

In 1994, Senegac gradu-
ated from the Faculty of
Arts in Ljubljana in classical
philology, where he also
obtained a position, doc-
torate and qualification as
an assistant to the board
in 1995. He translated
Sophocles’ play and pub-
lished several essays. Sen-
egacnik’s poetry is a unique
synthesis of sophisticated
aesthetics, melodic verses
and confession of exist-
ence. With a collection of
poems in traditional forms,
especially the sonnets Na
temnem prahu upa (1996),
he expressed basic exis-
tential and religious feel-
ings with a refined poetics
and sometimes classically
simple style. He received
the Sovret Prize (2012), the
Preseren Foundation Prize
(2021) and on 1 June 2023
he was elected an extraor-
dinary member of the Slo-
venian Academy of Scienc-
es and Arts in the category
5 of art.

Uros Zupan is a Slovenian poet and translator. He has
published numerous poetry collections and his poetry has
been translated into German, Polish, Czech, Slovak, English,
Serbian and Croatian. Zupan was born in Trbovlje in 1963,
where he lived until he went to study comparative litera-
ture and sociology of culture at the University of Ljubljana.
He works as a translator from English, Croatian and Serbian
into Slovenian. He has translated works by Yehuda Amichai
and John Ashbery into Slovenian. In 1996 he received the
PreSeren Foundation Prize for his poetry collection Odpiran-
je delte (Opening the Delta) and in 2000 the Jenko Prize for
his poetry collection Drevo in vrabec (Tree and Sparrow).

Miljana Cunta is a Slovenian writer, editor and publicist.
Miljana Cunta studied comparative literature and literary
theory, as well as English, in Ljubljana, where she has lived
since 1995. From 2005 to 2009, she directed the Vilenica lit-
erary festival and in 2010 the Fabula literary festival. She also
participated in the EU project Ziva coprnija (Living Magic),
which seeks to revive the cultural heritage of the Pohorje
and Istria regions through stories and integrate them into
the existing tourism program. She regularly publishes arti-
cles in the Slovenian daily Delo.

Excursion into Slovenian culture and personalities of
the Slovenian Matica

During my trip to Slovenia, | was also interested in his-
torical and contemporary personalities of various political
factions of the Slovenian Matica. | will start with a person
who knew Kollar and Safarik. Davorin Trstenjak (November
8, 1817 — February 2, 1890) was a Slovenian writer, histori-
an and Roman Catholic priest. He studied at the lyceum in
Maribor and later in Graz, where he became a follower of
the lllyrian movement, a romantic national cultural move-
ment that spread from neighboring Croatia and advocat-
ed the cultural and linguistic unification of the South Slavs.
Trstenjak collaborated closely with the Slovenian-Croatian
poet and ethnologist Stanko Vraz. Trstenjak was influenced
by the theories of Jan Kollar and Pavol Jozef Saférik, two
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The secretary of the Slovenian Matica, Ignacija Fridl Jarc, was the
moderator of the ceremonial academy. Photo: Slovenian Matica

influential Slovak philologists who preached Pan-Slavic ide-
als, and wrote several historical books in which he claimed
that the Slavs were the oldest nation in Europe (a precur-
sor to the so-called Venetian theory). We further learn that
Trstenjak was also a writer and poet. He wrote in a typically
romantic style modeled after Franc PreSeren and Josipina
Turnograjska. In 1863, he was one of the co-founders of
the prestigious publishing house and scientific society Slo-
venian Matica.

Franc Miklosi¢ (November 20, 1813, Radomerscak —
March 7, 1891, Vienna) was a Styrian and Austrian linguist
and philologist specializing in Slavic languages, a politician
of Slovenian nationality, and a member of the Austrian Re-
ichstag during the revolutionary year of 1848. In 1852, he
published the study Vergleichende Lautlehre der slavischen
Sprachen, which was praised by Frantisek Palacky and Pavol
Jozef Saférik. During the revolutionary year of 1848, he was

significantly involved in political events. In 1848, he was the |

chairman of the Slovenija association, wrote its proclama-
tion, in which he spoke out in favor of the establishment of a

Slovenian kingdom within Austria and for linguistic equality ;

in schools and offices. He contributed to the development
of the Slovenian language. In 1849, he helped translate the
code into Slovenian for several months, stabilizing Sloveni-
an legal terminology.

Lovro Toman (10 August 1827 — 15 August 1870) was
a Slovenian romantic national revolutionary activist dur-
ing the 1848 revolution, a prominent national pioneer who
raised the Slovenian tricolor for the first time in history (on
the German flag raised on top of the Ljubljana Castle) at
Wolfova Street No. 8 in Ljubljana. He later helped found the
Slovenian Matica. He was a Slovenian national conservative

literature, and the itinerary Popotovanje iz Litije do Cateza
(Cesta z Litije do Cateza), which is also a literary manifes-
to. In the critical essay Napake slovenskega pisanja, he re-
vealed his views on the development of the Slovenian liter-
ary language. Levstik was one of the main representatives
of the Young Slovenians, a progressive and radical political
group similar to the Young Czechs in the Czech lands, which
challenged the then influence of conservatives led by Janez
Bleiweis within the Slovenian National Movement. Later, he
became closer to Pan-Slavic ideals.

Josip Vidmar (14 October 1895 — 11 April 1992) was a
prominent Slovenian literary critic, essayist and politician.
From 1944 to 1946 he was the chairman of the Slovenian
People’'s Council for Liberation (Slovenian parliament). From
1952 to 1976 he was the President of the Slovenian Acade-
my of Sciences and Arts and from 1950 to 1964 he was the
head of the Academy’s Institute of Literature. Vidmar was
the President of the Yugoslav Federal Chamber of Nations
(later the Chamber of Republics and Provinces). He was a
close friend of the Croatian writer Miroslav Krleza. In Slove-
nia, he had a great influence on the cultural policy of the Tito
regime from the mid-1950s to the mid-1970s. Vidmar trans-
lated works from Russian, French, Italian, German, Czech,
Croatian and Serbian into Slovenian, mostly plays and works
by playwrights Alexei Arbuzov, Gogol, Griboyedov, Krlez,
Moliere, Nusi¢, Pushkin, Alexei Tolstoy and others.

Jus Kozak (26 June 1892 — 29 August 1964), also known
by the pseudonym Jalanov, was a Slovenian writer, play-
wright and editor. He is best known for his autobiographi-
cal novels, such as Celica (Celka) about his experiences as a
political prisoner and Lesena Zlica (Drevenka) about his life
during World War Il. During World War Il, he collaborated
with the Liberation Front of the Slovenian People. In 1942,
he was arrested by the fascist authorities of the Italian-oc-
cupied province of Ljubljana. After the armistice with Italy,
he joined the partisan resistance. After the war, he devoted
himself to writing. From 1946 to 1947, he was editor-in-chief
of the literary magazine Novy svet. As editor of Lubljansky
zvon, he opened the magazine to Marxist and communist
authors who published their articles under pseudonyms. He
worked as a director of the Drama Theatre in Ljubljana from
1948 to 1955. In 1961 he became a member of the Slove-

politician and member of the Austrian parliament. Together &

with Janez Bleiweis and Etbin Henrik Costa, he was part of
the leadership of the Old Slovenian Party.

Fran Levstik (28 September 1831 — 16 November 1887)
was a Slovenian writer, political activist, playwright and crit-
ic. He was one of the most prominent representatives of the
Young Slovenians political movement. Levstik was the first
significant writer of Slovenian epic prose. His best-known
works include the short story Martin Krpan From Vrh (Mar-
tin Krpan z Vrha), which has become a classic of Slovenian
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Chairman of Slovak Matica Marian GeSper giving a speech
at the ceremonial academy. Photo: Slovenian Matica
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Participants in the ceremonial academy marking the 160th anniversary of the founding of the Slovenian Matica in its headquarters building
in Ljubljana on February 2, 2024. Photo: Slovenian Matica

nian Academy of Sciences and Arts and in 1963 he received
the Preseren Prize. He died in Ljubljana.

Ivo Urbancic¢ (12 November 1930 — 7 August 2016) was
a Slovenian philosopher. He is considered by many to be
one of the fathers of the phenomenological school in Slo-
venia. Urbanci¢ wrote several works on the history of phi-
losophy in Slovenia.

Etbin Henrik Costa (18 October 1832 — 28 January 1875)
was a Slovenian national conservative politician and writer.
Together with Janez Bleiweis and Lovro Toman, he was one
of the leaders of the Old Slovenian political party. Costa
was active in many Slovenian cultural, political and sports
associations. Among other things, he served as the chair-
man of the Slovenian Matica and the Slovenian section of
the Sokol movement.

Albin Prepeluh (22 February 1881 — 20 November 1937)
was a Slovenian left-wing politician, journalist, editor, po-
litical theorist and translator. Before World War |, he was
a leading Slovenian Marxist revisionist theorist. After the
collapse of Austria-Hungary and the declaration of the
State of Slovenians, Croats and Serbs, he took a job at the
Slovenian Commission for Social Welfare, where he worked
under the supervision of Christian social thinker Andrej Go-
sar. It was the only public political position he ever held
in his life. In the mid-1920s, he also became an editor at
the publishing house Slovenian Matica, run by his friend
Dragotin Loncar. In 1902, he corresponded with the Ger-
man Marxist theorist Karl Kautsky about the possibilities of
activating the peasantry in favor of socialism. In the same
year, he founded the magazine Nasi zapiski, in which he
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promoted radical socialist reformism. The magazine soon
became the mouthpiece of young Slovenian reformist so-
cial democrats, including Anton Dermota, Dragotin Loncar,
and Josip Ferfolja.

Vasilij Melik (17 January 1921 — 28 January 2009) was
a Slovenian historian who dealt mainly with the political
history of the Slovenian lands in the 19th century. He first
devoted himself to economic history, then moved on to
political history, especially the history of legal and political
institutions. His study of elections in Slovenia from 1861
to 1918 is particularly significant. He also researched the
history of everyday life, especially the period of modern-
ization and industrialization of the Slovenian countryside
in Carniola and Lower Styria. In the 1980s, he collaborated
with the Slovenian Matica publishing house on critical edi-
tions of the memoirs of prominent Slovenian politicians of
the 19th century, including Ivan Hribar and Josip Vosnjak
(Wikipedia).

Tine Hribar (born 28 January 1941) is a Slovenian phi-
losopher and public intellectual, focusing on interpreta-
tions of Heidegger and his role in the democratization of
Slovenia between 1988 and 1990, known as the Slovenian
Spring. He is the husband of author, essayist and political
commentator Spomenka Hribarova. He is politically right-
wing, anti-clerical. He has written for the journals of Slove-
nian Matica.

Oton Zupancic¢ (23 January 1878, Vinica — t 11 June
1949, Ljubljana) was a Slovenian poet and playwright, one
of the four leading representatives of Slovenian modern-
ism. His first collection of poetry, Casa opojnosti (1899, The
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Cup of Intoxication), is marked by the moods and feelings
of the fin de siécle; in it, Zupanci¢ introduced free verse
to Slovenian poetry. In his next collection Cez plan (1904,
Rovinou), tones of a newly understood patriotism are
heard, which were then fully resounded in the collection
Samogovi (1908, Monologues). He expressed the suffering
of the Slovenian nation during World War | in the collection
V zarje Vidove (1920, To the Summer Dawns). After many
years of silence, when he devoted himself mainly to trans-
lation work - he translated a total of 18 Shakespeare plays
and a number of prose and poetry works from French,
German, Russian and Czech literature - after the liberation
of 1945, he published the collection Wintergreen under
the Snow (1945), summarizing his work from the years of
occupation and World War II.

Drago Jancar (born 13 April 1948) is a Slovenian writer,
playwright and essayist. Jancar is one of the best-known
contemporary Slovenian writers. He is also known in Slo-
venia for his political commentary and civic engagement.
Jancar's novels, essays and short stories have been trans-
lated into 21 languages and published in Europe, Asia and
the USA. The most numerous are translations into German,
followed by Czech and Croatian translations. His plays
have also been performed by several foreign theatres, and
at home they are often considered the highlights of the
Slovenian theatre season. He lives and works in Ljublja-
na. From 1987 to 1991, Jancar served as Chairman of the
Slovenian PEN Centre, and through this role he also ac-
tively supported the emergence of Slovenian democracy.

- =

Ceremonial speech by the Chairman of the Slovenian Matica, Ale$ Gabric,
on the 160th anniversary of its founding. Photo: Slovenian Matica
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A tour of archive gems on the history of the Slovenian Matica.
Photo: Martin Hajnik

Jancar's prose is influenced by modernist models. One of
the central themes of his works is the conflict between indi-
viduals and repressive institutions such as prisons, galleys,
psychiatric hospitals, and military barracks. He is famous for
his laconic and highly ironic style, which often uses tragi-
comic twists.

From the history of the Slovenian Matica

As we mentioned, it is the second oldest publishing house
in Slovenia, founded on February 4, 1864 as an institution
for the scientific and cultural advancement of Slovenians.
The institution reached its peak at the beginning of the 20th
century. At that time, it operated as an ordinary publishing
house on the free market, publishing books for the general
public, many of which became bestsellers; at the same time,
it also fulfilled the role of an academy of sciences, fostering
high culture and maintaining close contacts with important
Yugoslav institutions. During World War |, the society was
closed and its property confiscated by the Austro-Hungarian
authorities. The alleged reason was the publication of the
book Gospodin Franjo (Mr. Franjo) by the Slovenian author
and officer of the Austro-Hungarian army Fran Maselj (code
name: Podlimbarski), which was a strong satirical criticism
of the Austro-Hungarian occupation of Bosnia and Herze-
govina.

During the Kingdom of Yugoslavia, it expanded its pub-
lishing activities and in 1938 was one of the co-founders of
the Slovenian Academy of Sciences and Arts. During the lItal-
ian occupation, the Matica leadership collaborated with the
Slovenian People’s Liberation Front. In 1944, it was closed by
the Nazi German authorities. The institution’s activities were
revived in the 1980s, when it began to systematically publish
translations of prominent Western philosophers and polit-
ical theorists such as Heidegger, Machiavelli, Jan Patocka,
Unamuno, José Ortega Gasset, Aurelius Augustinus, and the
complete works of Nietzsche.

Many prominent figures served as editors and clerks
(chief secretaries) of the institution. The most prominent
of them were Fran Levstik, Josip Vidmar, Jus Kozak, France
Bernik and Drago Jancar. Several others collaborated with
the institution, among them philosophers Ivo Urbanci¢ and
Tine Hribar, historian Vasilij Melik and political theorist Albin
Prepeluh.
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From left: Rastislav Popovi¢, HE Alexander Naki¢ (Ambassador of the Republic of Serbia), Samuel Jovankovi¢ (Chairman of the Association of
Slovaks from Yugoslavia), Dragan Zurovac. Photo: Katarina Konarikova

Strong Lowland bond

Katarina Konarikova, Director of the Compatriot Museum of the Slovak Matica, Slovakia

On April 13, the annual membership meeting of the As-
sociation of Slovaks from Yugoslavia was held, chaired by
Samuel Jovankovic. The Association brings together com-
patriots resettled from the territory of the former Yugoslavia
to the then Czechoslovakia in an action known as Mat' vola.
During the years 1945-1949, approximately three thousand
five hundred Slovaks emigrated from Yugoslavia, and the
Association of Slovaks from Yugoslavia is one of the lowland
associations that gradually emerged after the repatriation
of compatriots from Hungary — the Association of Slovaks
from Hungary, Romania — the Association of Slovaks from
Romania, and Bulgaria — the Association of Slovaks from
Bulgaria. Although little is known about these associations,
their activities significantly contribute to the preservation of
Slovak lowland culture and traditions in Slovakia.

Each of the Associations has a different story of its ori-
gin, but they all have one thing in common — a strong low-
land and family bond. The impetus for the establishment of
such Associations was the collective memory of compatri-
ots. Members are united by a common emigration fate, a
shared past, and these are enduring values, the source of
their group identity. It is remarkable how this identity re-
mains despite the fact that these are already the third or
fourth generation of repatriates.

The first to be established in 1945 was the Association
of Slovaks from Yugoslavia, based in Bratislava. Its aim was
cultural, socio-educational and social activities, as well as
care for resettled people and cooperation with the relevant
state authorities in re-emigration. Although the Association
ceased to exist in 1949 for political reasons, it was re-es-
tablished in 1991. Its current mission is to strengthen the
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sense of belonging of Slovaks to the country, to preserve
the cultural heritage of Yugoslav Slovaks, to promote the
identity of the Slovak minority in Yugoslavia/Serbia and
to contribute to friendly relations between the Slovak and
Serbian peoples, as evidenced by the presence of the Am-
bassador of the Republic of Serbia Aleksandar Naki¢, First
Counselor Dragan Zurovac and translator Rastislav Popovi¢
at the aforementioned meeting of the Association.

Among the distinguished guests were also the chairmen
of the aforementioned associations of Lowland Slovaks —
Eva Kmet'ova (Association of Slovaks from Hungary), Rudolf
Hajduk (Association of Slovaks from Romania) and Katari-
na Konarikova, who represented the Association of Slovaks
from Bulgaria and addressed the compatriots also from the
position of director of the Folk Museum of Slovak Matica .
The meeting was also attended by Lubomir Kmet, chairman
of the Association for Genealogical Research of Lowland
Slovaks, who informed about the genealogical research of
Lowland Slovaks, which he would like to expand to the ter-
ritory of Vojvodina.

As we heard from the chairman Samuel Jovankovi¢, the
Society has gained new members, the younger generation
is interested in genealogy and the lives of their grandpar-
ents. The Society has had a successful year and is planning
a number of new and interesting activities, including trips
with a national undertone. The Society’'s committee is aware
of the importance of modern communication, and is there-
fore taking steps in this direction. It is expanding informa-
tion channels on the social media and email communication
platform. It periodically publishes the SSJ Yearbook, which
summarizes all activities, meetings and professional articles.
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Members of the Society are also active in participating in
lectures called Podvecery. These lecture meetings take
place every third Wednesday of the month, except during
the summer months, in the premises of the Municipal Li-
brary in Bratislava and are sponsored by the Association
of Lowland Slovak Associations. They have an important

a

position in cultural and professional terms and are of social
importance for compatriots.

Thanks to the initiative committee of the Association of
Slovaks from Yugoslavia/Serbia, ties between compatriots
do not disappear, strong feelings and bonds of belonging,
as well as a common cultural adaptation, continue to persist.

Members of the Association of Slovaks from Yugoslavia at the annual members’ meeting. Photo: Katarina Korarikova
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After the seminar, a portrait of Michal Elids was ceremonially unveiled in the premises of the headquarters building. Photo: Slovak Matica

A significant figure in Pan-Slavic cooperation

e /s v

Memorial event for Michal Elias

Viliam Komora, Secretary of Slovak Matica, Slovakia

The ninetieth anniversary of the birth of Dr. Michal Elias
was commemorated by the Slovak Matica at the end of
September (September 23, 2024) in Martin. PhDr. Michal
Elias, CSc. was born on September 19, 1934 in VelCice near
Zlaté Moravce, and passed away on April 2, 2018 in Martin,
the city in which he lived almost his entire fruitful literary,
scientific and creative life. With a commemorative event,
the Slovak Matica and the Slavic Union of the Slovak Mat-
ica commemorated this distinctive and significant Matica
personality, who forever left a significant work and mem-
ory among us.

Michal Elidas worked as a high school and university
teacher, Matica’s official, literary and cultural historian, lit-
erary scholar, archivist, editor and publicist, book author, as
well as a visionary of Slavic cooperation. The Slovak Matica
Committee Room was filled with former colleagues and
co-workers of the jubilee and his wife, current employees
of Slovak Matica, the Slovak Matica and members of the
Slovak Matoca Committee, chairmen and members of the
Local Branches in Turiec, but also Maticas from Lucenec
and Bratislava. The main organizer of the program, mod-
erator and secretary of the MS Dr. Viliam Komora greeted
and thanked the mayor of his native Velcice, Ing. Stefan
Elias, for organizing the commemoration, as they great-
ly value the jubilee, and for that reason they will unveil
a memorial plaque for him on his birthplace in the com-
ing days. The moderator also thanked PhDr. He especially
welcomed his son, RNDr. Pavol Elias, to Viera Sedlakova
for contacting the descendants of the jubilee, and to his
family.

The Chairman of the Slovak Matica, JUDr. Marian
Gesper, PhD., delivered a ceremonial speech in which he
emphasized that the history of Slovaks did not stop in the
middle of the 20th century; on the contrary, the subse-
quent development brought about exceptional figures
in Slovak national and matric history who fundamentally
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influenced our present. Among them is the registry official
Dr. Michal Elids. Dr. M. GesSper went directly to the lecture
in which he approached the Slavic question in the work of
M. Elid$, focusing in particular on his book and journalistic
work, activities to research cooperation between Slavs, and
partnership between matriculation and institutions of Slav-
ic nations. He also mentioned the individual matriculation
workplaces where the jubilee worked: as the director of the
Literary Archive of the Slovak Matica, director of the Slovak
Literature Memorial, and a researcher at the Slovak Liter-
ary Department. The current Chairman of the Slovak Matica,
JUDr. Marian Gesper, PhD., in his work follows the person-
ality of PhDr. Michal Elids, CSc. in the field of the Pan-Slavic
idea and scientific, professional and cultural cooperation be-
tween Slavic nations and their institutions.

The life and work of M. Elias was presented by the prin-
cipal researcher of the Slovak Literary Institute of the Slovak
Academy of Sciences, a university teacher, a prominent Slo-
vak expert in biographical studies and a well-known cultur-
ologist, doc. PaedDr. Pavol Parenicka, CSc. He mentioned the
jubilee's education, erudition and acquisition of academic
degrees, his teaching career first at a secondary school in
Komarno, later at a university in Nitra. He mentioned his
subsequent work at the Slovak Academy of Sciences in the
fields of literature and archival science, mentioned his nu-
merous works and work, as well as several colleagues and
collaborators in the field of literature. He gave a highly pro-
fessional assessment of his work, activities, work and contri-
bution to scientific, professional, as well as literary and archi-
val research, in general in the field of culture.

Principal researcher, historian from the Slovak Historical
Institute of the Slovak Republic, Mgr. Jaroslav Durec, PhD,,
presented the topic of M. Elids’s book creation and publish-
ing activities, as well as broader connections associated with
his personality. He stated that the beginnings of book crea-
tion were during his time at the Faculty of Education in Nitra,
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he mainly devoted himself to Slovak literature, history, archi-
val work, and mentioned his work in the Literary Archive of
the Slovak Republic. He particularly presented his book Vo-
jak v poli alebo Opisanie zazitkov Jana Ignatyho (Soldier in
the Field or Description of the Experiences of John Ignatius),
as well as his journalism in the field of Slovak Perspectives.
He published books in several publishing houses, while also
dealing with those personalities who had not been given
sufficient attention. He also mentioned his book production,
which focused on the area of his native village of VelCice,
books about the Elias family, as well as the town of Martin, in
which he lived, the work and books about the Memorandum
of the Slovak Nation, about the Slovak Matica or the impor-
tant book Matica Slavic Nations (1996) and the most famous
work that influenced the cooperation of Slavic Maticas, en-
titled From the History of Matica Slavic Nations (2010). The
moderator V. Komora gave word to RNDr. Pavol Elias, who
brought up several family and work memories of his father,
pointed out in particular the ties to Veléice and the rest

of the family, the creation of the book about Velcice and
wider contexts, and also shared humorous memories. The
moderator welcomed the colleagues of the jubilee’s wife,
Mgr. Anna ElidSova, the event was attended by high school
professors Mgr. Viera Sabrsulova, Mgr. Libuska Polaskova,
Mgr. suddenly apologized. lvan Sabo.

V. Sabrsulova particularly brought to light the high lev-
el of education and vast outlook of M. Elids. This was fol-
lowed by the ceremonial unveiling of the portrait of PhDr.
Michal Elids, CSc., which was carried out by the Chairman
of the Slovak Republic JUDr. Maridan Gesper, PhD. and
RNDr. Pavol Elids. At the end of the program, the partici-
pants viewed an exhibition of photographs and books by
M. Elids$ in the Slovak Republic Library. In this way, the Slo-
vak National Register also commemorates and preserves
the memories of the personalities and works of important
member of Matica s, figures and officials of the Slovak na-
tion, cultural, literary and spiritual life. It thus builds respect
for Slovak culture, science and national life.

Participants in the commemorative event for the 90th anniversary of the birth of Michal Elias during a speech by his son Pavol. Photo: Slovak Matica

Exhibition of photographs and books by Michal Elids in the research room of the Archives of Slovak Matica. Photo: Slovak Matica
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